
OpenAjax Alliance
IPR Policy

1. Definitions

1.1 "Affiliate" means any entity that is directly or indirectly controlled by, under common control 
with or that controls the subject party.  For purposes of this definition control means direct or 
indirect ownership of or the right to exercise (a) greater than fifty percent (50%) of the outstanding 
shares or securities entitled to vote for the election of directors or similar managing authority of the 
subject entity; or (b) greater than fifty percent (50%) of the ownership interest representing the right 
to make the decisions for the subject entity. 

1.2 "Approved" means, when referring to Material, that the Material in question has been 
approved in accordance with the requirements of the Alliance. 

1.3 "Code" shall mean computer software (either source or object versions), including XML 
schema, DTDs, and other data or document formats.

1.4 "Contribution" means any work of authorship, including any modifications or additions to an 
existing work, that is submitted to the Alliance for inclusion in any Material.  For the purposes of this 
definition, "submitted" means any form of electronic or written communication sent to the Alliance or 
its representatives, including but not limited to communication on electronic mailing lists, source 
code control systems, wikis, and other systems that are managed by, or on behalf of, the Alliance for 
the purpose of developing, discussing, or distributing Material.

1.5 "Contributor" means any Member or any non-Member that submits a Contribution to the 
Alliance.

1.6 "Covered Claims" means those claims of a patent or patent application, throughout the 
world, excluding design patents and design registrations, owned or controlled, or that can be 
sublicensed in compliance with the requirements of this IPR Policy, by a Member or Contributor or 
Affiliates of either now or at any future time and that would necessarily be infringed by the creation 
or use of any implementation of any: (a) Specification that was Approved prior to or during the 
Member's or Contributor's participation in the Alliance or (b) Contribution by Contributor that is 
incorporated into the Normative Portions of any Approved Specification, regardless of when such 
Specification was Approved.  A claim is necessarily infringed hereunder only when it is not possible 
to avoid infringing it because there is no feasible non-infringing alternative for implementing the 
Normative Portions of the Approved Specification.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, Covered Claims 
shall not include any claims other than as set forth above even if contained in the same patent as 
Covered Claims; or that read solely on any implementations of any portion of the Approved 
Specification that are not required by the Normative Portions of the Approved Specification, or that, 
if licensed, would require a payment of royalties by the licensor to unaffiliated third parties. 
Moreover, Covered Claims shall not include (i) any enabling technologies that may be necessary to 
make or use any Covered Product but are not themselves expressly set forth in the Approved 
Specification (e.g., semiconductor manufacturing technology, compiler technology, object oriented 
technology, basic operating system technology, and the like); or (ii) the implementation of other 
published standards developed elsewhere and merely referred to in the body of the Approved 
Specification.  For purposes of this definition, the Approved Specification shall be deemed to include 
only architectural and interconnection requirements essential for interoperability and shall not 
include any implementation examples unless such implementation examples are expressly identified 
as being required for compliance with the Approved Specification.

1.7 "Covered Products" means only those specific portions of products (hardware, software or 
combinations thereof) that implement and are compliant with Normative Portions of an Approved 
Specification. 

1.8 "Material" means roadmaps, Specifications, testing materials, sample implementations, and 
such other works of authorship developed within or contributed to the Alliance.  
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1.9 "Member" shall mean Members of the Alliance as defined in the OpenAjax Alliance Members 
Agreement.  

1.10 "Normative Portions" means a portion of a Specification that must be implemented to 
comply with such Specification.  If such Specification defines optional parts, Normative Portions 
include those portions of the optional part that must be implemented if the implementation is to 
comply with such optional part.

1.11 "Specification" means a document that prescribes, in a complete, precise, and verifiable 
manner, the requirements, behavior, and required interfaces of a software system or component or 
the method by which multiple Specifications (such as HTML and Javascript) should be used together 
to provide an interoperable development or runtime environment for OpenAjax programming 
technologies and techniques.

2. Licenses Granted by Contributors

2.1 Licenses for Contributions to Material.  Each Contributor, on behalf of itself and its 
Affiliates, grants to the Alliance and each Member and its Affiliates a perpetual, worldwide, non-
exclusive, no-charge, royalty-free, irrevocable copyright license to reproduce, prepare derivative 
works of, publicly display, publicly perform, sublicense, and distribute its Contributions and such 
derivative works.

2.2 Royalty Free Patent Covenant benefiting Implementations of Specifications.  Each 
Member and Contributor, on behalf of itself and its Affiliates, covenants not to assert its Covered 
Claims against any Covered Product created by the Alliance, by any Member, or by any other party; 
provided however that the covenant may be suspended or terminated with regard to any Member or 
any other party that asserts a patent in litigation against a Covered Product or otherwise knowingly 
asserts or threatens to initiate a lawsuit which would assert that all Covered Products would infringe 
a patent owned or controlled by it, unless such Member or third party withdraws the patent 
assertions promptly after being informed that the assertions are being made against a Covered 
Product.  In addition, upon request the Member or Contributor agrees to grant a nonexclusive, 
worldwide, non-sublicensable, perpetual, royalty-free patent license under reasonable and non-
discriminatory terms to its Covered Claims, to make, have made, use, market, import, offer to sell, 
and sell, and to otherwise directly or indirectly distribute Covered Products.  The Contributor intends 
that the above covenant and the obligation to provide documented licenses upon request bind itself 
and all current and future assignees of the Covered Claims.

2.3 Licenses for Contributions of Code.  In addition to any other grants or covenants in this 
IPR Policy, to the extent any Contribution includes Code, the Contributor licenses such Code to the 
Alliance and every Member under the Apache License, Version 2.0.

3. Licensing of Material

3.1 License for Specifications.  Approved Specifications distributed by the Alliance or its 
Members will be made available under the following terms:

Permission to copy and display the “________” Specification, in any medium without fee or royalty 
is hereby granted, provided that you include the copyright notice as shown herein and link or 
URL to the Specification on the OpenAjax Alliance website.  In addition, for parties wishing to 
implement this Specification, the Members of the OpenAjax Alliance have provided royalty-free 
patent covenants to their respective patent claims as described in the OpenAjax Alliance IPR 
Policy.  

DISCLAIMERS:

THIS SPECIFICATION IS PROVIDED "AS IS," AND THE OPENAJAX ALLIANCE AND ITS 
MEMBERS MAKE NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, 
INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE, NON-INFRINGEMENT, OR TITLE; THAT THE CONTENTS OF THIS 
SPECIFICATION ARE SUITABLE FOR ANY PURPOSE; NOR THAT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
SUCH CONTENTS WILL NOT INFRINGE ANY THIRD PARTY PATENTS, COPYRIGHTS, 
TRADEMARKS OR OTHER RIGHTS.
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TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAW, THE OPENAJAX ALLIANCE AND 
ITS MEMBERS WILL NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL OR 
CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF ANY USE OF THIS SPECIFICATION OR THE 
PERFORMANCE OR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONTENTS THEREOF.

No other rights are granted by implication, estoppel or otherwise.

3.2 License for Code.  Code (whether Approved or not) distributed by the Alliance will be made 
available under the Apache License, Version 2.0.

3.3 License for other Material.  Approved Material other than Specifications and Code 
distributed by the Alliance or its Members will be made available under the following terms: 

Permission to copy and display “________” (the "Material"), in any medium without fee or royalty is 
hereby granted, provided that you include the copyright notice as shown herein and link or URL 
to the Material on the OpenAjax Alliance website. 

DISCLAIMERS:

THIS MATERIAL IS PROVIDED "AS IS," AND THE OPENAJAX ALLIANCE AND ITS MEMBERS 
MAKE NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT 
NOT LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR 
PURPOSE, NON-INFRINGEMENT, OR TITLE; THAT THE CONTENTS OF THIS MATERIAL ARE 
SUITABLE FOR ANY PURPOSE; NOR THAT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SUCH CONTENTS 
WILL NOT INFRINGE ANY THIRD PARTY PATENTS, COPYRIGHTS, TRADEMARKS OR OTHER 
RIGHTS.

TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAW, THE OPENAJAX ALLIANCE AND 
ITS MEMBERS WILL NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL OR 
CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF ANY USE OF THIS MATERIAL OR THE 
PERFORMANCE OR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONTENTS THEREOF.

No other rights are granted by implication, estoppel or otherwise.

4. Representations and Disclaimer

4.1 Representation.  Except as otherwise disclosed in writing by such Contributor at the time it 
makes a Contribution, each Contributor represents and warrants at the time of any such Contribution 
by it that, to the best knowledge of the individual actually making the Contribution, making the 
Contribution subject to the terms of this IPR Policy does not violate the copyright or trade secret 
interests of another.

4.2 Disclaimer of Warranties.  The Contributors disclaim all other warranties, express or 
implied, including, but not limited to, (1) except as set forth in Section 4.1, any warranty of title or 
that any Contribution does not infringe the intellectual property rights of any other person or entity, 
(2) any warranty that any claims of any patents or patent applications included in the Covered Claims 
are valid or enforceable, (3) any implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular 
purpose, or (4) that the rights and licenses granted hereunder comprise all the rights and licenses 
necessary or desirable to practice, develop, make or sell Covered Products or to use the Material.
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